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presents to the English reader a series of difficulties and
obstacles which might to some extent have been lightened by
a fuller index and the addition of a glossary. Perhaps these
may be supplied in a subsequent edition, which is likely to be
called for, since the book promises to be the standard work on
the subject for a long time to come.
Mr. Enthoven rightly recognizes the fusion, or at all events
the mixture, of Aryan with non-Aryan elements in the popu-
lation of the Bombay Presidency. Characteristic of the non-
Aryan element is the practice of totemism, which survives in
full vigour in the southern or Kanarese regions of the province.
The usual toternic rules, which command respect towards the
totem and forbid intermarriage between persons of the same
totem, appear to be generally observed ; and, further, the totem,
whether it be an animal, a plant, or an inanimate object, is
worshipped on important occasions, such as marriage, the
occupation of a new house, and the setting up of a threshing-
floor at the beginning of harvest. The number of totems
hitherto identified appears to amount to about one hundred
and sixty; and it is significant that they include some (such
as the tiger, snake, tortoise, and horse) which are identical
with the totems of the primitive tribes of Bengal and the
Central Provinces. It is a probable inference that totemism
of a uniform pattern was widely spread among the aboriginal
inhabitants of India before the advent of the Aryans.
Another test which enables us to discriminate between the
Aryan and non-Aryan elements of the population is furnished
by the distinction between the great Hindoo deities, such as
Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, on the one hand, and the minor
local deities or godlings on the other. For while the worship
of the great gods is, of course, of Aryan origin and is maintained
by Brahman priests, who represent the purest Aryan type,
many or, perhaps, most of the lesser deities, such as the monkey-
faced Maruti and the smallpox goddess Shitala, are probably
of indigenous origin ; for many of them may only be pro-
pitiated by priests or exorcists of low castes who have no
drop of Aryan blood in their veins. Indeed, Brahmans for
the most part do not worship those minor deities, and will not
partake of food offered to them. One reason which they allege
for this refusal is that once an image is consecrated it should